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and other big companies to the Board of Guardians
and Borough Council, and it was not till after 1918
that they woke up and realized the clash of interests
which always exists between large rate-paying con-
cerns with the financial interests of shareholders to
conserve, and those who benefit by a wide and
generous (if costly) administration of social services.
All these types of council member admired or pre-
tended to admire George Lansbury; yet he attacked
them all in the press and on the platform with a
ferocity seldom employed in political debates in
the I93o's.

Shopkeepers, factory and property owners and
local tradesmen quite openly sought election to
the local council to keep down the rates. The
idea that money is of no use to anybody until
it is spent never occurred to them; nor did it
strike their imaginations that a question equally
important with the question of how much you spend
is what you get for your money. For them, high
rates were the devil, whether the money was spent
on sanitation, road maintenance, education, or to
provide elementary comforts for the sick and needy,
or work or maintenance for able-bodied unemployed.
The jobbing builder and contractor frequently saw
in local politics an opportunity to become acquainted
with those who had work to offer. Owners of house
property sought election to the council because as
councillors they would be able to resist the demands
of the Medical Officer of Health who might serve
them with slum demolition orders, or compel them